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Taking Pride out
our Lock!

Lock Centre

We are now able to open the lock centre on most days during the
week and at weekends. This is due, once again to the volunteers
who give up their time to provide this service to the walkers, boat
owners and others that visit the area during these winter months.

Even opening for four hours a day keeps our profile high and says
to the wider community that "We are open for business’.

Pride of Batchworth

The trustees have agreed that the Pride will be painted externally
during February of next year. This will be undertaken at High Line
Yachting at Cowley and we'll need a couple of volunteers to take
her down there. She is booked to be taken on the 13" February for
about three weeks.
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Canal and River
Trust (CRT)
announce extra
funding for winter
works programme

This winter, because of careful management of costs and success
in generating income, CRT will spend an extra £2 million on the
waterways. The year's spend on major works and general
maintenance and repairs will now be over £80 million in total.

The additional money will be spent on a number of major projects
this winter. Over half a million pounds more will be spent on
additional spot-dredging, tackling those specific locations where
feedback has indicated that dredging is most urgently needed to
improve navigation for boaters.

They are also planning to spend additional money on control of
offside vegetation this winter in response to feedback from this
autumn'’s local user group meetings. Now that the overall plan has
been assembled, further input will be sought from boaters and
boating organisations. Off-side vegetation has often taken a lower
priority than core structural works, however they know it is
important that we keep our canals from being restricted by
overhanging trees.

There are also plans to repaint six bridges in London and the South
East to extend their lifespan as part of the national bridge painting
project, as well as many other specific national projects.

David Montague



Chairman’s
Chat...

Welcome to the second issue of
Batchworth Telegraph for 2013, the
twice yearly magazine from
Rickmansworth Waterways Trust
(RWT). This year has been one of
significant change for the Trust with
Mike's decision to leave us and the
successful appointment of Mark
Saxon as Education Programme
Manager. My thanks go out to all
the volunteers who have supported
RWT during the transition and
allowed us to complete a record
number of education visits in 2013.
Mark has reported elsewhere on
the amazing success of the
programme, this year, in terms of
the number of children participating
and the number of volunteer hours
that go into achieving this
remarkable accomplishment (see
page b).

One thing that should not go
unmentioned is that the more visits
we do the more cost effective the
programme becomes. The Trust
has fixed overheads around our
boats, staff and administration
costs and putting more children
through the scheme really makes a
big difference to our finances and
allows us to do more things. The
additional visits in the latter part of
this year have really helped our
cash flow, which is normally critical
until the Festival bookings start to
come in during January. However
the outcome of doing extra school
visits is of course the increased
burden on us all to support the
extra volunteer days required. Mark
is doing all he can to raise
awareness of the programme in
Rickmansworth and Croxley Green
SO we can attract more people to
the team.

We have faced other challenges
this year around the Pride of
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Batchworth. We have had a
consistent stream of mechanical
issues with the boat, which we
hope we are now getting on top of,
and also still need to complete the
repainting of the outside. As | write
this the Pride has just gone back for
some further work at Wood Hall
and Heward and we have accepted
a quote for the external painting
which will be completed next year.
We still have additional work to
complete on the interior of the
boat, which we hope we can do
ourselves, so hopefully by the time
we really start our 2014 season the
boat's condition will match its
name. In fact this year's trials and
tribulations have inspired Mark to
write a poem (see pages 14-16).

The Trustees also agreed at our last
meeting to start strategic
fundraising for a replacement boat
since the Pride will one day reach
the end of its useful life. The Pride
was bought second hand and,
although it suits us well, is not ideal
for our purposes. We set an
objective to raise sufficient funds to
commission a purpose built boat
that would meet the requirements
we have for school visits, local trips
and charters. We did not set a
specific timescale for achieving this
but we did set this as a specific
target against which to commit
strategic fundraising.

We have had our successes this
year as well: a record breaking
Festival; a large number and wide
variety of social events from band
nights to dances and performances;
meetings and visits to raise our
profile in the wider community. Our
charity is now getting its message
to people: they know what we do in
Rickmansworth and support our
activities. We still need to do
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much more and need to increase
our footfall at Batchworth. | have
written elsewhere in this issue
about meetings we have
attended around the Colne Valley
Park Community Interest
Company and also more about
the Canal and River Trust
Strategic Waterway Plan. All
these areas we participate in
widen our audience for what we
do and help us achieve our
objectives.

| also want to give the Trust's
thanks to Carl, the manager at
Mill End Sports and Social Club,
who this year has generously
allowed us to book and use the
hall free of charge for fundraising
events. We have had several
successful events this year and
the facilities are ideal for what we
need. Carl has also allowed us to
use the committee room for
meetings which became
necessary when we lost our usual
room at Batchworth due the
office moves and refurbishment.

Our most recent event at the hall
was the performance of “"Where
the Working Boats went”,
organised by Fabian Hiscock,
which was thoroughly enjoyed by
all who attended. We have Carols
at Batchworth Lock on December
14th organised by the Boaters
Christian Fellowship and our next
event is the Ceilidh on Saturday
February 8th. Tickets will be just
£12, including a two course
supper. | have already had
interest following on from how
much people enjoyed the event
last February, and | hope we can
reach a target of 120 tickets sold.
The band “All Hands Around” and
the hall have been booked so if
you are interested in reserving
tickets then please get in touch
with me on 01923 225456 or at
david.montague@btinternet.com.

Please continue to let me know
of any ideas on how the Trust can
develop what it does further.


mailto:david.montague@btinternet.com

Paul Woodward
standing down as
Trustee

Paul has recently informed me that he intends to stand
down as a trustee. He had been finding it increasingly
difficult to come along to trustee meetings, and the
trustees had hoped the challenges he had been facing with
balancing his work and free time would be resolved so he
could continue to have an active role in the management of
the Trust. We know he would have thought about this long
and hard so fully understand the difficult decision he has
had to make.

The Trust has benefited from Paul’s considerable
experience during his time with us. Paul was a Watford
Borough Councillor in 1992, representing the Labour Party,
with responsibilities including: Chair of Housing; vice Chair
of Development Control; Chair of Small Grants and Chair of
the Residents Committee. He became Chair of West
Watford Community Association around 1986 and was
involved until about 2002. In his career he is a plumber and
is a co director of Croxley Plumbing Supplies Ltd. His work
during his time on the trustee board has left us in a stronger
and more stable position as we go through the end of 2013
and into 2014.

We thank him for giving his time and experience and hope
that he remains a friend of RWT, and we hope to still see
him at some of our events.

David Montague
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Don't
ignore it,
report it!
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Emergency
Hotline

If you see:

Damage or danger to the
natural environment
Pollution

Poaching

Risks to wildlife

Fish in distress

lllegal dumping of
hazardous waste
Flooding incidents

Ring
0800
80 70 60

Call free, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.

This number is for emergencies
only, not for general enquiries.
Prompt action can help the
environment.




Learning at the Lock a laudable
success!

By the time you read this, the season for Learning at the Lock will have
come to a close. In total 27 schools attended, with the combined
numbers of pupils going through the programme of events reaching a
high of 1,172. Over 1,000 hours of time has been given to the Trust by
our volunteers, and this fact, together with the numbers of children
benefitting from Learning at the Lock, needs to be highly praised.

Without the volunteers, this unique programme simply would not
happen and my sincerest and heartfelt thanks go out to all those who
have contributed to the sessions.

Below are some comments taken from the school evaluation. They
speak for themselves, and we should be proud as an organisation that
we have such great people helping us.

All staff and children had a fabulous time thank you.
Very knowledgeable staff delivering lots of info in very
memorable ways.

Children excited and engaged. Enthusiastic staff. Time well
used.

Had a fantastic aay. Just so entertaining and informative. |
certainly enjoyed myselr.

All activities were extremely well presented by staff. Great
questioning and interactive sessions.

The children had a fantastic time despite the rain! All the
activities were practical and hands on, exactly what they
needed to be able to understand the lite of a Victorian child
Iiving on a canal boat. Very well organised splitting the
children into three groups made the trip really manageable.
Excellent props, costumes and explanations.

It was a wonderful day. Children came back enthused and
excited by the Victorian age.

We already have five confirmed bookings for 2014 starting on the 25™
March and all those schools who came to us in 2011, 2012 and 2013
have been written to inviting them to book again for next year.

Talking of next year, | have started the process of renovating the inside
of the Mill classroom. This was badly in need of doing since there were
pictures and letters on the walls and pin-boards going back to 2003!
However, | am in need of some assistance. We really have a blank
canvass on the classroom walls and boards to do with what we want.
Practical suggestions, help, advice and assistance will be most
gratefully received in order for us to make the classroom a fun,
interactive place that encourages the children to learn, question and
appreciate the canals, environment and local history.

Mark Saxon



o <

Canal & River Trust

Recently | went to a forum organised
by the Canal and River Trust (CRT)
where John Best, Chair of the South
East Waterways Partnership, and
Jeff Wyatt presented the Strategic
Plan for the CRT in our area. This
was one of many consultation
meetings where local groups are
being invited to provide their input on
the plans CRT are preparing for the
next ten years. The important thing
to state is that this is still in the early
stages and is a true consultation with
all the users of the waterways.

The overall charitable objective of the
CRT is, "A sustainable and evolving
canal and river network that is a
national treasure - accessible to and
cherished by all." They break this
down into six strategic priorities:

e ensuring our canals and rivers
are open, accessible and safe

e inspiring more people to
enjoy the canals and rivers
and support our work

e earning financial security for
our canals and rivers

e doing everything we can to
deliver on our charitable
objectives

¢ minimising the impact we
make on scarce resources

e establishing the Trust as a
respected and trusted
guardian of our canals and
rivers.

The Waterways Partnerships have
been established to work alongside
the waterways management

Canal and River
Trust - Strategic
Waterway Plan

organisations to deliver six
strategic objectives locally and
our area comes under the South
East Waterway Partnership. The
partnerships are made up of
groups of volunteers from public,
private and community
organisations and you can see
who makes up the South East
group at:
canalrivertrust.org.uk/south-east-
waterways/whos-who.

The South East region is split
into three areas: South Midlands,
Oxford Canal Corridor and
London Gateway. Our section of
the Grand Union comes within
this latter region. Each of the
regions has different priorities
based on the needs of the
region. Our area consists of the
Eastern Expansion, Beds &
Bucks and Herts Commuter Belt
areas. Our area is one with the
greatest boat concentration and
this has defined the key actions
for the immediate future.

The key issues, opportunities
and big ideas for the London
Gateway are:

e water supply and
continuity (Tring Summit)
supporting Wendover
Arm Trust to reinstate the
Arm and improve water
supply from Wendover
Springs

e re-watering sections of
the Buckingham Arm by
Buckingham Canal
Society

e Marsworth and

Bulbourne development
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schemes (Trust property)

e strategic tow path
improvements on
Northampton Arm, Aylesbury
Arm, Leighton Buzzard and
South Watford.

The priorities are:

o Bedford and Milton Keynes
Waterway Link

e Tring Reservoir Investment plan

e Aylesbury Basin development
completion

e progressing towpath mooring
initiatives: visitor moorings and
roving mooring permits.

If you'd like to find our more and
contribute to the future discussions,
please go to the Canal and River Trust
Website for much more detailed
information on the objectives for our
area and the background on what is
being considered in the wider network.

David Montague



Canal & River Trust

The new Canal and River Trust (CRT)
Chief Executive, Richard Parry, has
spent his first few months in the job
getting first-hand experience of the
things that are central to the charity’s
purpose.

"All our many users, especially
boaters, are vital to the Trust,”
Richard says. “l want to make sure
we listen carefully to views from the
cut and openly share our ideas and
plans for the future so that we get
input from those whose commitment
to our waterways is greatest.”

After his introduction to the Trust and
its many diverse activities, Richard
announced plans for the year ahead
to improve engagement and
communication with boaters. “We
have a lot to talk about as we shape
our planning for the years ahead,” he
adds. “I want to make sure our plans
align with what our customers want.
There are also things we can do in
the short term that will make a
difference in the next year. So today
I’'m announcing a range of initiatives
to engage with and benefit boaters
and waterway users in general. Our
governance arrangements already
provide us with considerable input
from waterway users through our
council, local waterway partnerships,
and advisory groups — especially the
navigation advisory groups. Whilst
we value these relationships | am
determined to do more to open up
the Trust’s thinking to as wide a
range of views as possible."

The headlines are:
e aseries of open meetings
planned for Richard to meet

Canal and River
Trust's new CEO

< announces

boaters and hear their
views, starting in early
2014

e carrying out a large scale
survey of Boat Owners
Views this winter with
the results to be
published in the spring

e setting up an on-going
boaters' research panel to
track regularly what a
representative sample of
boaters thinks about what
CRT is doing and the hot
topics of the day to
inform what they do

e aprogramme of regular
meetings with both the
national boating
organisations and local
user groups to discuss
CRT's longer term
priorities including, in a
fresh approach to
planning, the Trust's
proposals for its repair
and maintenance work
with discussion of the
Trust’s work programme
for 2014/15 and beyond.

e The Trust will also seek
informal input from
national user groups to
the emerging plan to
target up to an extra £2m
spend on control of
offside vegetation this
winter in response to
feedback already
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plans

gathered from this autumn’s
local user group meetings.

e regular social media live chat
sessions with Richard Parry to
reach those who may not be
able to come to meetings

e identifying boaters willing to
help us achieve better
communication on the ground,
working with the Trust's
waterway teams to provide up-
to-date information to those out
cruising via notice boards and
the ‘towpath telegraph’ as well
as digital media.

e bi-monthly updates on the
Trust's efforts to support better
and fairer use of towpath
moorings, with the first report
available now.

e areview of our traditional user
group meetings to ensure they
meet the needs of boaters and
other users and to encourage
as many people as possible to
attend.

Richard has also announced that —in
line with the commitment given by the
Trust in 2012 — private boat licences
will rise in April 2014 by 2.8% in line
with inflation, and will be increased by
no more than inflation for the following
two years. To maintain the Trust's
commitment to transparency, every
two months, Richard will hold a press
briefing with the waterway press to
set out current performance and take
questions about any Trust activities or
future plans.

David Montague



Rickmansworth Festival - May
17" and 18" 2014
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We are now in the key stages of
planning our next Festival, which will
be our 21°" event and also my
thirteenth, although | am trying to put
this to the back of my mind...

Before | talk about where we are in
the planning of our own event, | want
to reflect on the IWA National
Festival that took place in July this
year in Cassiobury Park. As you know
the Trust and our volunteers had a
significant role in that event, both
running the trip boats and having the
only historic boat open for viewing on
the towpath. We benefited
significantly from being outside the
Festival area as members of the
public who were just passing the
event could take a boat trip, have the
opportunity to find out about the
Trust, see Roger and purchase our
merchandise (and lots of our raffle
tickets!). We also had many
members of our own Festival team,
both IWA members
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helping run the site, and also
Denis Cater doing the PA for the
event. We succeeded in raising
our profile slightly outside our
normal area of operations and it
was reassuring to see how many
people did know about the work
of RWT, the Roger and our very
own Festival.

| think it is only fair to say that
the IWA were disappointed with
the financial success of the
event. They faced many
challenges with the site in terms
of the constraints they had to
work under and had a pricing
structure that was very different
to Rickmansworth. They also
faced designing a festival from
scratch on a site they had never
worked on before and many of
the team organizing the event
lived a considerable distance
away. | personally would find it
incredibly difficult to plan and
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run a festival in this way and one of the
things that make Rickmansworth
Festival successful is the fact we know
everything about the site and also
what works and what does not. We
have great partnerships with many
local organisations that are passionate
about the event and work with us to
help make it succeed. Our team are all
very experienced and know the event,
we all live locally and our site does not
change. Since we run the event on a
very small budget compared to the
scale of their festival we have grown
our event by evolution rather than
revolution. All the changes we have
made over the years have been
incremental and in response to what
was needed for improvement, and we
bring in a few different things each
year. In this way the team leaders have
total understanding and this is what
makes the scale of event we put on
manageable for the relatively small
team we have.



Rickmansworth Festival - May
17" and 18" 2014 (continued)

By the time you read this we will be well underway with
several initiatives with sponsors to help underwrite some of
our costs. We will have all our booking documentation ready
to go out to our boaters, traders and caterers just after
Christmas and the plans for the entertainment programme
are progressing well. This year we are making changes to
our booking system for boaters. Paul Clevett, one of John
Brice's Waterspace team-members, is a professional
designer of web based payment systems. He has designed
a fully automated booking system that will collect all the
information we need and also allow electronic payments to
be made for their bookings. It has all the information we
need to track payments, allocate moorings and prevents us
having to move cheques and bits of paper between team
members. We are trialling it this year for the boat bookings
and if it works well we will roll this out to include the trade.
People will still be able to send in a form and cheque but we
expect the majority of bookings to be made this way based
on the number of people who access all the booking
information on line, rather than get their information by
post. Many thanks to Paul for giving his time and the
Waterspace Team for taking this initiative.

We also have a couple of new team members joining the
team this year who have both enjoyed the Festival as local
residents for many years. Kay Fearn is going to help Monica
with all the administration around the bookings for the
event. Asher Rickayzen volunteered at the Festival this year
and is joining the entertainments team to work with Carol
on delivering the whole entertainment programme. | also
understand his band has a slot to play at the Festivall We
welcome these new members to the team and if you want
to get more involved then please get back to me.

So our Rickmansworth Festival comes of age this year and
is a credit to the team that work so hard to put it together.
We are fortunate to be well supported by our local
community and our reputation spreads wider each year. It is
an essential fundraiser for our education work and if you are
not yet involved or are aware of others who have had a
great time at the Festival - get them involved. We are
always looking for enthusiastic helpers just like Kay and
Asher to ensure the event continues for many years to
come.

David Montague




Developments

threaten

Colne Valley Park

Mark Saxon and myself attended a
meeting of the Colne Valley Park
Community Interest Company at the
Buckinghamshire Gold Club in mid
November. The trustees of RWT
have agreed to become members of
this company so we can gain access
to initiatives that work to promote
the overall Colne Valley Park, of
which Batchworth and the
Aquadrome form part of the most
northern point. It does not cost the
Trust anything to be members, and it
brings us into contact with many
other local interest groups with
similar activities to ourselves.

Since the whole park covers a
massive area from Surry in the south
to Buckinghamshire and south
Hertfordshire in the north the
Company is broken down into groups
with specific interests each led by a
local councillor. RWT is within the
charities group and represented by
Mike Woods from the
Buckinghamshire Conservation Trust.
Our group includes the Herts and
Middlesex Wildlife Trust and the
Chiltern Society as well as four other
charities. There are groups
representing the local authority
councils; corporate members
(including Grundon Waste
Management and Thames Water);
farmers and landowners; recreation
groups (including the Hillingdon
Canals Partnership and IWA
Middlesex branch); anglers; parish
councils; friends groups and natural
history societies.

As you can see the group is very

diverse but they all have one thing in
common — a desire to maintain the
area of the park and provide a vitally
important “green lung” on the urban
fringe of North West London. The
opportunities for leisure and
recreation, for biodiversity and
habitats, for the rural economy and
for community participation are huge.
However, significant effort is
required to safeguard and manage
this special country side area. The
Rickmansworth lakes and the Grand
Union Canal between
Rickmansworth and Uxbridge have
been picked out as some of the
highlights of the Park and the Trust
obviously has key parts of its
charitable objectives in these areas.

Although our area is at the northern
edge, the future of the Park as we
know it is under threat from several
major development proposals
including High Speed 2 and the
Heathrow Spur, the Heathrow Third
Runway, Slough International Freight
Exchange and the Pinewood
expansion. The cumulative impact of
all these developments on the
communities and landscapes in the
green belt to the west of London and
in the Colne Valley Park needs to be
made clear to the developers, local
and central governments and local
communities. | have reproduced in
this Batchworth Telegraph some of
the materials they have distributed
around changes to the Park over the
last 50 years and also what the
impact current plans would have on
the area if they all went ahead. The
Colne Valley Park, which covers parts
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of seven local planning authorities,
is uniquely placed to stimulate
debate and discussion on these
developments. The objective of
the Community Interest Company
is to work with developers to
ensure that any change occurs
with very strong consideration
given to the Park’s objectives.
This will ensure that our lakeland
and farming landscapes, bluebell
woods and attractive villages are
maintained and have a sustainable
future for the benefit of local
residents alongside the wider
population of West London and
surrounding towns.

In the immediate term we hope to
get our literature into the Colne
Valley visitor centre to open up
awareness of our activities to a
wider audience and will let you
know of other initiatives from the
company.

Continued overleaf...



Developments
threaten

Colne Valley Park
(continued)

Impact of Developments in the Colne
Valley Park

The landscape is always changing. The Town and Country
Planning Act of 1947 placed reliance almost entirely on negative
planning control, by 1965 it had become apparent that a more
positive approach was required and the Colne Valley Park was
established. With the exception of the three motorways, the
developed areas in the Park are not too different now to how they
were in the '50’s.
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There are several apparently unconnected development proposals
in the Park that will have an impact on the six objectives of the
Park, but these are connected — through the landscape and the
facts of geography and history that squeezes infrastructure
developments together into the urban fringe. It is the cumulative
impact of multiple development proposals that does not appear to
be recognised or acknowledged since all major development
proposals are currently considered, judged (and appealed) in
isolation. The map to the right shows in orange the areas where
major developments will have an impact on the Park.

David Montague
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Roger Roundup
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As | write, Roger is back at Jem
Bates’ dock at Bulbourne for her
twice-yearly check-over and
blacking. For some years we've
gone up in the New Year but that's
always vulnerable to the
“stoppages” - for lock repairs and
so on - that CRT usually apply to
our area after Christmas, and in
any case the chances of freezing
are much greater. So moving up
and back before Christmas is
potentially much better —and so
it's proved.

There's quite a lot involved in
getting ready to go, of course: six
tonnes of ballast to be unloaded by
hand, for a start, which Mark
Saxon, Paul Rusack and others did
with much hard work in October.
WE took the top cloths off in
readiness for the “gale” a few
weeks ago, and kept them off: and
the “false floor” staging had to
come down. That's because one
of the most important DIY jobs
that we gave to ourselves is to get
to the bottom planking — to clean,
dry and preserve it with a water-
based preservative.

So we took the boat up over the
weekend of 30th November - 1st
December. Once on the dock,

the accumulation of the last two  everything’s been put back.
years on the hull is scraped off (a

steel boat is pressure washed, By the time you read this, Roger will
but on a wooden boat that opens  be back on her mooring and ready
up the grain of the planking, so for the next two years’ work!

it's all done by hand). We were

able to look more closely, too, at Fabian Hiscock

two large jobs that we'd
identified over the last two years
as being “required” now, one
after a temporary repair then —
but the temporary repair has held
up — and the other proved less
serious than we'd thought so for
both a bit of patching was
enough.

The main task for Jem’'s team
has been the usual check of the
caulking, especially round the
chines where the planking of the
bow meets the bottom planks,
and a good coat of pitch blacking,
which is what protects the
timbers. The paintwork of bow
and counter has also been
refreshed, especially where we
filled the cracks which opened up
during the summer heat. As DIY,
all the ballast under the shutts
has been lifted, the bottom
planks dried out (with a sponge —
about 10 gallons) and the bottom
cleaned and preserved ready for
docking as planned. And then
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All Change for
Batchworth
Telegraph!

You may have noticed a slight change in style for this
latest edition of the Batchworth Telegraph. The reason
for this is that our long standing editor, Russell
Carpenter, has handed over his editor's red pen to
Louise Broadbent with this issue.

Russell has volunteered with the Trust for many years
and is well known within organisations in
Rickmansworth for his enthusiastic support for so
many causes. He has been our publicity officer for the
Festival and helped promote the event far and wide
and obtained extensive coverage for us in many local
publications which have made a major contribution in
growing the event to the scale it is now. He has
worked on the Festival Entertainment Team with Clive
and Sue and latterly Carol and has been the “voice”
behind all the announcements on the main stage on
Saturday evenings. He has also taken quite a few of
the photos in some of our publications and is often
seen at events trying to get us to “smile” for his
camera — and these are only some of his contributions!

It is Russell's willingness to volunteer and contribute to
so many things that has caused him to re-think his
priorities and try to focus on fewer things in his spare
time — he felt he was spread far too thin! We fully
understand this and have been very fortunate to
benefit from Russell’s skills and support for many
years. We wish him well and know he will still be
active in our local community. In fact as | write this |
see he is supporting the entertainment stage at the
Rickmansworth Christmas evening.

Russell - a heartfelt “thank you" for all your work from
RWT - we will miss you.

Our new editor, Louise, first volunteered for the Trust
as a recent graduate, and her skills and experience in
creative writing make her ideal for this role. | look
forward to her critically proof-reading my ramblings!
We welcome her to the team. Please contact her with
any ideas for articles you would like to see — or even
write something yourself!

David Montague
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'The untold story of the Pride of
Batchworth' — A (bad) Poem
by lambic Pentameter

This is the untold story of a boat they call the Pride,

On a lovely sunny August day, was found to be wet inside.
The floor it was lifted and all peered inside,

The thing was full of water, those looking on just sighed.
Investigations started; the culprit it was found,

Believed to be the water tank — but was it really sound?
The stopcock, it was turned off, the water, it was drained,
‘This must be where the water’'s from’ everyone exclaimed.
The bilge, it was a dried out, with buckets, sponge and mop,
Every single one involved said ‘would the water stop'?

A week went past a waiting, to see if they were right,

The floor was lifted once again and OH! what a sight.

The water had returned again, the cursing it was loud,

Those who'd bet their shirts on it, were now no longer proud.

A group of hardy volunteers decided to get involved,

Engine bilge full of water

‘We will get to the bottom of this, We'll get the problem solved'.
The stern It was dismantled and they shouted with some hope,

"The stern gland’s leaking water and the bilge pump cannot cope’
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'The untold story of the Pride of

Batchworth' — A Poem

(continued)

The gland it was a tightened up, the bilge pump replaced too,
But rotten wood was found on the floor and in the loo.

The floor it was a-replaced, it's quite a good job too,

But there's still a leaky problem on the floor under the loo.

A check a few days later revealed the bilge, well, it was clean,
There's been no leak of water and no ‘slopping’ could be seen.
One moral of this story is that the ‘Pride’ needs love and care,
She's a valuable asset and one which we simply cannot spare.
Always check the engine bilge and screw the gland down tight,
And if you spot a problem, then report it day or night.

There's still a few problems, of which we need to deal,

The floor in the toilet and the paintwork starting to peel.

But she’s going away in February to have her outside painted,
too,

We also hope the problem will be sorted in the loo.

And so for next year's season, and you can sure make this a
date.

She'll return “THE PRIDE OF BATCHWORTH' and that will be

just great.

Mark Saxon
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New floor inserted

Poor bilge pump



Rickmansworth Waterways Trust 'ds;;;

The home of canals, education and enviroment

Upcoming Events

Every Tuesday evening - Quiz Nights at the Feathers

Saturday 8" February 2014 - Ceilidh and Supper at Mill End Sports
and Social Club, Penn Road

Saturday and Sunday 17" and 18" May 2014 Rickmansworth
Festival 2014

Saturday TBD December 2014 Carols at Batchworth, organised by
the Boaters Christian Fellowship

Please refer to rwt.org.uk
for further information on these and other events
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