
Organised by the Rickmansworth Waterways Trust with the help of: Three Rivers District Council,

Batchworth Community Council,  Affinity Water and the support of the Canal and River Trust

Festival Car Park in Stocker’s Farm Road – all day £4. 

Aquadrome Car park for Registered Disabled and permit holders 

between 9.00am and 5.30pm Saturday and Sunday

We hope to be able to accept card payments but please bring cash as well

Opening times: 10.30am to 10.30pm Saturday, 

10.30am to 5.30pm Sunday 

Pres
ents

20th and 21st May 2023



Welcome

Welcome to the 28th Rickmansworth Festival and my 20th as Festival 

Director.

Planning the 2023 Festival has not been easy, as like all of you, we have 

been seriously hit by increasing costs and business challenges impacting 

our usual sponsors. Next year’s event looks even more challenging due to 

further increasing costs and the future financial viability of the Festival is 

uncertain. So if you have ideas on how we can keep financing the event 

please get in touch!

The Festival is a year-long project which is planned and delivered by 

volunteers from Rickmansworth Waterways Trust and the local Three 

Rivers community to raise funds for the Trust’s education work

at Batchworth Lock. We are very grateful for our partnership with Three 

Rivers District Council for all their support in allowing us to use the 

Aquadrome and to the Canal and River Trust’s support for our

use of the Grand Union canal between Batchworth and Stockers Locks. 

We also are very grateful for generous support from Batchworth 

Community Council and our many other sponsors. We could not do it 

without your support, so thank you.

We also get tremendous support from many diverse local community 

groups who give up their time to entertain you over the weekend so 

please give them your enthusiastic support.

Please try and make a donation towards the Festival and if possible our 

suggested £2.50 per head.

All the money goes to support our charity. We also welcome your support 

if you would like to get involved and join the Festival team by contacting 

enquiries@rwt.org.uk. We encourage new members to join our team who 

are passionate about canals, education and their community who can 

take the event forward and keep it going into the future!

Dr David Montague

Festival Director and Chairman

Rickmansworth Waterways Trust

Welcome



Acknowledgements

The Rickmansworth Waterways Trust is extremely grateful for all the 

support it receives in staging the Rickmansworth Festival. In particular we 

would like to thank the following organisations and individuals: - 

Kelly Barnard and the Aquadrome Grounds staff, Three Rivers District 

Council; Batchworth Community Council; Phil Bassett, Programme Artwork 

and Design; all at the Canal and River Trust team; the Waterway Recovery 

Group (BITM), site services; Nomad Kayak Club, Canoe Sports Trust for site 

setup and takedown;  Chess Valley Rugby Club, car park marshalling; Mark 

Gardiner and the stage and power team, Lime Light, 3 Point Lighting and 

Stage Decking for site equipment and lighting; Inland Waterways 

Association (Chiltern Branch); 1st Rickmansworth Scouts (for the loan of 

their building); Rickmansworth Police and Traffic Wardens; Janet Billing, 

Festival Administrator; Nik Bennett, Treasurer; Paul Childerhouse, Site 

Manager; Carol Johnson, Asher Rickayzen and team, Entertainment; Steve 

Mander, Sponsorship; Christine Thompson, Russell Blake, Karen Fulton, 

Carol Montague and Andy Holmes, the Waterspace Team; Denis Cater, 

Colin Ogilvie, Peter Marcham and the Communications Team from DJC 

Sound Systems; 

and, very especially, all of the Trust’s many volunteers and helpers.  

If there’s anyone we’ve forgotten, we apologize – and we are very grateful 

for your help.

Dave Montague

Festival Director
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Tel 01923 778382 Registered Charity: 1024322





Have you had a go YET!  Young Explorer Trail!

Here at the Ricky Festival there is always something for children and young 

people to do. Throughout the Festival site there are a number of activities and 

challenges aimed at children and young people on the Young Explorer Trail (YET!).  

Pick up a 'YET! Passport' at one of the entrance points and navigate your way 

round the site trying some of the activities and challenges on the way.

Activities range from  visiting boats, rescuing people, learning how to operate a 

lock, learning to save a life through to a trip in a boat, fishing,  water ski-ing and  

environmental activities. These are aimed at all ages from small children to late 

twenties and there is most certainly something for everyone to have a go at.

Once you have tried an activity make sure you get the base to stamp the YET 

Passport before navigating your way to the next challenge.  

This is an opportunity for all children and young people to

really get engaged in the festival and have fun.  

Watch out for the black and red checked flags showing the 

location of a YET! base.

So pick up your YET! Passport at any of the entry points or

individual bases and follow the instructions, give it a go

and most importantly HAVE FUN!

Activities Include

Fishing - Tring anglers

Kayaking  and Rowing - Sea Cadets

Lock Operation- RWT Learning at the Lock and Sea Cadets

Water Skiing - Rickmansworth Water Ski Club

Learn to use a Defibrilator - St John Ambulance

Water Rescue - Herts Boat Rescue

Make a Catapult - Sea Scouts

Try some Army cadet activities - Army Cadets 

Narrowboat Visits - Hillingdon Narrowboats Association

Narrowboat items - Inland Waterways Association

Look at water creatures - Herts and Middlesex  Wildlife 

This is an opportunity to take part in the Coronation BIG HELP OUT.  Learn more 

about these organisations and get more involved if you want.  Details for getting 

involved as an adult or a young person can be found in the passport.







Three Rivers District Council

Welcome to the Rickmansworth Festival, celebrating our Canals and Environment, 

which is set along the Grand Union Canal and within Rickmansworth Aquadrome - 

one of Three Rivers District Council’s fantastic nature reserves. 

This Local Nature Reserve is a 41-hectare Green Flag award winning green space! It 

comprises two lakes, Bury Lake and Batchworth Lake, along with surrounding areas 

of open grassland and wet woodland. The lakes were formed as a result of gravel 

extraction and when the extraction stopped the holes left behind filled with water. 

Batchworth Lake was dug first, appearing on OS maps by 1914, and gravel extraction 

stopped in 1926. Some of the extracted gravel from the lakes is said to have been 

used to build the original Wembley Stadium, which opened in 1923. The Aquadrome 

is the Northern Gateway to the Colne Valley 

Regional Park, and includes a series of these 

lakes formed by gravel extraction stretching 

from Rickmansworth to Staines. 

The site provides a range of vital habitats to 

local wildlife including birds, mammals, 

invertebrates and fish! One of the most 

exciting habitats is the wet woodland, 

although it may look untidy with fallen trees 

or branches, some of these branches use the 

wet conditions to reroot in the ground. The deadwood itself provides specialised 

habitats utilised by many invertebrates, so wherever possible this deadwood is kept 

within the woodland.

The River Colne borders the north and east of the lakes, a chalk river which is a 

habitat of national and global importance due to the clear water, range of aquatic 

plants and diversity of invertebrates and fish. The River Colne also flows into 

Batchworth Lake and the banks of both lakes are valuable wetland habitats providing 

food, shelter and safe nesting areas for animals such as fish, dragonflies and nesting 

birds. 

 

Other nature reserves and Green Open Spaces in the Three Rivers District

Elsewhere in the District are some other brilliant nature reserves such as: 

Chorleywood House Estate which formed the grounds of Chorleywood House, with 

ancient woodland, chalk and neutral grassland and many more valuable habitats for 

wildlife this site boasts some beautiful walks and fantastic views of the local 

countryside. An example of a particularly picturesque woodland would be Oxhey 



Woods. The largest Local Nature Reserve in the district encompasses a variety of 

woodland types, historic hornbeam coppices, bright glades and wildlife ponds. It is 

definitely worth a visit! Another great day out is a visit to Leavesden Country Park, it 

has been the topic of a National Lottery Heritage Fund project in recent years 

focusing on the local history and biodiversity of the site. From a fantastic sculpture 

trail, to great playgrounds, and brilliant wildlife, there is plenty to see and do at the 

park.  

Visit https://www.threeriversleisure.co.uk to learn about nature reserves 

throughout the Three Rivers District as well as events and activities you can join too.

Climate Change & Sustainability

Since declaring a Climate Emergency in 2019, the Council has been busy! We have 

developed a Climate Emergency 

and Sustainability Strategy and 

subsequently an Action Plan 

(ranked best in Hertfordshire by 

Climate Emergency UK!) with 116 

actions to get Council operations to 

net-zero carbon by 2030, and the 

District’s emissions to net-zero by 

2045, as well as help protect and 

enhance nature locally.  

We have undertaken biodiversity 

audits and rewilding pilot schemes, 

hosted environmental film screenings, talks and panel discussions, funded energy 

efficiency upgrades to more than 100 homes, provided free reusable period 

products to residents and a discount scheme via WasteAware, won funding to 

improve the energy efficiency of Three Rivers House, and much more! 

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Walk To The Withey Beds Local Nature Reserve

The Friends of the Withey Beds will lead a walk, starting at the Canal Centre, 

Batchworth Lock, WD3 1JJ at 2pm on Sunday 28 May 2023.

The walk will follow the lakes of Watford Piscators and finish at the Withey Beds by 

4pm. All are welcome. No booking required.



‘Lockside 202’ Art Exhibition at the Batchworth Education Centre

 

Rickmansworth Waterways Trust 

is looking forward to hosting their 

third Art Exhibition as part of the 

Rickmansworth Festival on 

Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st 

May.

The ‘Lockside 2023’ Art Exhibition 

will include:

Original paintings in water colour, 

acrylics and oils by members of 

the Rickmansworth and District 

Art Society. 

Original woodcut prints, linocut 

prints and paintings by members of the Guild of Waterway Artists.

Hand-made original works from members of the Boden Press

Landscape and wildlife photographs by local professional photographer, 

Steve Bockling.

Hand-painted Canal Ware in 

traditional styles by Beverley 

Clarke.

Packaged prints and greeting 

cards will also be available and 

all works are for sale unless 

otherwise indicated.

Works by the artists whose 

prints have featured in this 

programme will be on sale in the 

Batchworth Education Centre on 

the South side of Batchworth 

Lock, along with the work of 

many more individual artists.

 Supervising the Project

Barbara Burrows

The Congregation

Helen Boden



The Friends of the Withey Beds

Walk To The Withey Beds Local Nature Reserve

The Friends of the Withey Beds will lead a walk, starting at the Canal Centre, 

Batchworth Lock, WD3 1JJ at 2pm on Sunday 28 May 2023.

The walk will follow the lakes of Watford Piscators and finish at the Withey Beds 

by 4pm. All are welcome. No booking required.

FESTIVAL BOAT TRIPS

Round Trips from Batchworth Lock - see Festival Map on the back page 

Tickets available from the Ticket Tent – cash and card payments taken

• Half Hour trips leaving approximately every 20 mins from 10:45

travelling past the Festival boats to Stockers Lock and back

Adults £6, Children £3, Family £14 

• One Hour trips leaving approximately every 45 mins from 11:00

travelling to Lot Mead Lock and back through Batchworth Lock

Adults £8, Children £5, Family £20



Aquadrome Main Stage

11:15 Berry Lane Dance Classes -Dance 

Classes for adults and children  

11:30 CK Theatre School - Theatre School for 

Children and Young People  

12:00 Festival Opening Ceremony with 

Councillor Cllr Debbie Morris Chair and 

Councillor Sarah Nelmes Leader of Three 

Rivers District Council; Councillor Andrea 

Fraser, Chair of Batchworth Community 

Council; Ros Daniels, Director for London and 

the South East, the Canal & River Trust; David 

Montague, Chairman of Rickmansworth 

Waterways Trust

12:15  Blag Youth Theatre - Drama and singing 

classes for kids from 7-17

12:50 Love to Dance - over 50s dance group 

13.40   Metatrons - Deliciously fuzzy Indie rock 

from Hitchin 

14:35 Glass Minds - 6 piece Alt-Rock     

15.40   Kick Pistol - St Alban's based alternative 

rock band

16:45   Tumblewood - Country & Americana | 

Classics & Originals 

 

Evening at the Aquadrome 

Hosted by DJ Jarley

18:00 Coley - Back again... Performing upbeat 

covers to get you singing 

19:10 Pump Handle Blues Band - Blues, jazz 

and rock

20.20 Shame and Scandal SKA - Reggae and 

ska covers band                                             

21.30 The Four Horsemen - Rock/pop covers

Cllose 22:30

Aquadrome Beer Tent Stage 

13:20 Chris Lawley & Friends - Traditional Folk

14:10 & 15:15 Rollin’ K.J. Foley - the one man 

Rockabilly blue machine

16:20 & 17:35 Axel La Courte - Instrumental 

wild, gypsy blues

18:50 The Antipoet and Friends - comedic beat 

poetry 

20:00 More from The Antipoet 

21:10 and the last bit from The Antipoet 

(Parental Advisory)

Close 21:30

Batchworth Lock Stage

Mellow music in a lovely setting

11:00   Watford Phoenix Choir - A community 

choir for everyone 

11:50 Minnie Birch - Acoustic folk pop duo

12:40 ZiPP - ZiPP goes solo: highlights from 

three albums

13:20 Abbie Gathard - singer/songwriter

14:10 Fluid Love - Karate Disco 

15:00 Pluckwits - St Albans based ukelele 

band

16:00 Callum Granger - Local Americana 

singer/songwriter

17:00 The Batchworth Buoys - General 

Manager & Volunteers from RWT singing 

golden oldies, not to be missed! 

Close 17:50

Environment Field

 Open Mic stage 11:00 to 17:00

Batchworth Sea Scout Arena 

Access across the bridge from the Tow Path

13:00 Valentine - Indie/pop rock

13:45 Ollie Bond - Soft Rock

14:30 Magari - Indie Rock

15:15 Last Orders - Indie Rock

16:30 Glassminds - Alternative Rock

18:00 Flutatious - psy-folk

Close 19:30 

Saturday 20th May 2023



 Aquadrome Main Stage 

11:20 Collective Dance - Local Performing Arts 

School

11:45   Beyond Performing Arts                             

12:15   KSD Street Dance - Kids street dance 

group based in Northwood      

12.50   Kings Langley Community Choir 

Acappella Choir

13.25   Barraca Flamenca - Local Flamenco 

dance students                                  

14:15   Lou’s Sextet - Experienced band playing 

mainstream jazz, swing, latin &  blues                 

15:10   Indie Choir- Belting out indie bangers 

since 2017

16:10   Swanvesta Social Club - 9-piece Anglo-

Cuban band   

Close 17:30 

Batchworth Lock Stage -

Mellow music in a lovely setting

11:00   Gospel Manna Choir - Gospel Singing 

Group

11:50 Talia - English/American Pop, Spanish and 

Brazilian

12.40   Lemon Tuesday - local choir  

13:20 K2 Music Events - Bollywood music 

14:10 Tom Craven -   stalwart of the Milton 

Keynes/Watford acoustic music scene

14.45   Lauren Rich - Singer songwriter

15:30   The Papersnakes - Singer Songwriter Duo 

- originals + some covers

16:20   Missing The Ferry - Folk Irish band

Close 17:30

Environment Field 

Open Mic stage 11:00 to 17:00

Batchworth Sea Scout Arena

Access across the bridge from the Tow 

Path

12:00 Funkmaster Fred - Classic House

13:00 Ben Cox - Disco 

14:00 Scott D’Souza - Ibiza Classics

16:00 DJ Chakra - House, Techno and 

Electronica

Close 18:00 

Other Events to look out for:

Phoenix Morris 

Performing throughout the Festival area 

14:30 both days Canal Boat TUG-of-WAR 

Historic Narrow Boat Roger and other 

Historic Boats 

Medieval Living History Displays

Three Rivers District Council 

Environmental Fair

Parade of small boats from Batchworth to 

Stockers Locks at 5pm Saturday 20th May

Note:  exact timings and acts may be subject 

to change 

Sunday 21st May 2023



Barbara Burrows 

Bob-a-Job

Acrylic on canvas.

Beverley Clarke

Roses & Castles

Buckby Can







Festival Catering

We have brought together a large selection of different catering for you to enjoy 

during the weekend. These are grouped into several areas and include: - 

Main Stage area

· Beer tent featuring Real Ales, Ciders and lagers 

· A Cocktail and Prosecco bar 

· Wood fired Pizzas 

· Gormet Hot Dogs + American Street Food 

· Jacket Potatoes, Tea and coffee 

· Indian Street food 

· Kebabs and Salads

· Gourmet Burgers 

· Donuts and coffee 

· Thai and oriental 

· Crepes 

· Cornish Pasties 

Centre of the Aquadrome Site

· Greek Souvlaki 

· Vegetarian and Vegan Falafel

· Steak Sandwiches

  

The Rickmansworth Meadow – Environment Fair area

· Churros       

· Caribbean Fusion Street Food

· Barista Coffee van 

Batchworth Lock

· Café at Lock 81 

  

Batchworth Sea Scout Arena

· Cream Teas

· BBQ

· Real Ales, Cider, Pimms, Prosecco and Cocktails









Rickmansworth Festival Sponsors 2023

Rickmansworth Waterways Trust is very grateful to the support of many 

different organisations and businesses whose help is essential to make the 

Festival possible. This year sincere thanks are due to the following 

organisations that have helped enable the event: - 

Three Rivers District Council

Batchworth Community Council

Affinity Water

Canal and River Trust

The Hill Group

Croxley Green Parish Council

Warner Bros

Gibbs Gillespie

Mercer and Hole

DJC Sound Systems

Orbital Fasteners

Without their help you would not be enjoying this fantastic community event 

so give them your support!

Three Rivers District Council 

Once again, Three Rivers District Council is delighted to be a co-sponsor of the 

Rickmansworth Festival, Celebrating our Canals and Environment. Come along 

to the Environment Fair area within “The Rickmansworth Meadow” to 

celebrate your local environment and find out how you can play a part in its 

conservation. Find out about the many walks and cycle rides that will take you 

to delightful spots throughout the District, or take the opportunity to establish 

or improve your wildlife garden at home with native plants and seeds for sale. 

Learn practical nature conservation skills whilst volunteering with a local 

group active in the area such as The Friends of The Withey Beds Local Nature 

Reserve.

For more information contact Kelly Barnard, Leisure Contracts and Landscape 

Projects Officer

on 01923 776611 or email kelly.barnard@threerivers.gov.uk







Batchworth
Education 
Centre

Sea Scout

Arena

Affinity Water

Marquee

Art Exhibition

Open MicStage

Batchworth Stage


